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Though a great victory had been won for papal independence,
a period of peace was necessary to consolidate the position,
and a forward policy would have been certain to stir up
strife. The most advanced member of the Curia, especially
in his utterances against the lay power, cardinal Humbert
of Silva Candida, had died in 1061, and the more moderate
policy advocated by Peter Damian was in the ascendant.
Clearly Hildebrand was not " the power behind the throne,"
as he is usually depicted, for he must often have chafed at
the papal inaction; it certainly disappeared at once when
he became Pope.

Yet in these years of comparative idleness there were some So.me solid
solid gains. A new temper seems to have prevailed at Rome, gams
where the Pope no longer needed Norman weapons to protect
him. Possibly Hildebrand had something to do with this.
The wealthy family of the Pierleoni, with which he was
probably connected, became staunch papal adherents, and
his own personal popularity was evinced by the clamour for
his election after Alexander's death. It was certainly his
advocacy that decided the Pope to give his blessing to William
of Normandy's conquest of England in 1066, from which the
Papacy rightly anticipated an extension of the movement of
reform. It hoped, though vainly, for something more, for
we possess a fragment of a letter from Alexander II to William
in which he suggested papal overlordship of England, a claim
repeated in a more precise form by Hildebrand after he
became Pope. The authority of the Papacy in the moral
sphere was vindicated by Peter Damian, when as papal
legate in 1069 he compelled Henry IV to abandon his inten-
tion of separating from his wife. But the most important
event of these years was the definite establishment of papal
control over the Milanese church. Here Alexander was stirred
into action on his own initiative, on behalf both of reform
and of papal authority, but as it led to conflict with the
royal power it will be described in the next chapter. Alex-
ander's papacy, for the most part quiet and peaceful, began
in conflict and ended with the threat of a still more dangerous
conflict to come.

Alexander II died on April 21,1073, and there could have Gregory VII
been little doubt as to who would be his successor;   for (iOT'8-65)